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SUBJECT: SECOND GROUP OF U.S. FIRMS COMPETING FOR SOVIET STEEL 
PLANT CONTRACTS WORTH DOLS 200 MILLION 

REF: MOSCOW 18035 

1 . GW. CLARK, GENERAL SALES MANAGER-INTERNATIONAL, WEAN UNITED, 

INC., CONFIRMED TO COMOFF DEC. 20 THAT HIS PITTSBURGH BASED 
COMPANY IS ALSO COMPETING FOR SOVIET SILICON STEEL PLANT CONTRACTS 
SOUGHT BY AETNA-STANDARD (REFTEL). UNDER WEAN'S PROPOSAL EQUIPMENT 
FOR ONE PLANT WOULD BE EXPORTED FROM CANADA WITH AID OF EDC 
CREDITS, BUT CANADIAN PRODUCTION CAPACITY LIMITATIONS WILL 
PROBABLY FORCE COMPANY TO OFFER U.S. EQUIPMENT FOR SECOND WITH 
COMMERCIAL CREDITS. LIKE AETNA-STANDARD, WEAN IS OFFERING 
ELECTRIC FURNACE HEAT TREATING LINES, GE CONTROLS AND ALT .F.GNENY 
LUDLUM TECHNOLOGY. 

2. CLARK ESTIMATED THAT AT LEAST ONE CONTRACT WILL BE SIGNED 
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IN SECOND QUARTER OF 1977. SOVIET SOURCE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THERE 
IS NO EUROPEAN COMPETITION FOR PROJECTS AS MINISTRY PREFERS 
U.S. TECHNOLOGY, AND HE WAS UNAWARE OF JAPANESE COMPETITION. 
HOWEVER, AETNA-STANDARD EXECUTIVE TOLD COMOFF DURING "STEEL 76" 
SEMINAR THAT NIPPON STEEL MAY SUBMIT PROPOSAL BASED ON ARMCO 
TECHNOLOGY. 
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